Good Pharmacy Practice Project ... Confident Steps Towards Success

The Good Pharmacy Practice (GPP) Project in Jordan had started as an ambitious idea conceived by a number of Jordanian pharmacists with a long-term vision and who are familiar with the continuous changes that are occurring at the level of pharmacy practice in the different countries of the world. Those changes that are focusing more on patient's health as a major concern and enforcing the role of the pharmacist in health care. 

Those pioneer pharmacists had submitted a draft of GPP Project to Jordan Pharmacists' Association (JPA), which adopted the project about three years ago by supporting the GPP Board that is running the project. The GPP Board works hardly on achieving its mission of applying the concept of pharmaceutical care and the development of pharmaceutical services provided by pharmacists for the benefit and safety of patients.
 
Through various and innovative activities, the GPP Board is making every possible effort to establish health care practices, carried by pharmacists and which are mainly concerned with the patient and the proper use of medication. The GPP Board aims to achieve an outstanding and continuously improving level of pharmaceutical care that contributes effectively to improving the health of the individual and the general health of the community.
Since its foundation, the GPP Board has achieved a number of accomplishments that serve its mission and vision. These include:
· Setting the standards of Good Pharmacy Practice which represent the basic guidelines and systems that should be applied in the community pharmacies with regard to the pharmacy premises, staff, management and pharmaceutical care services. These standards were set to achieve an ethical and professional practice of pharmacy profession that, once implemented, would have positive effects on pharmacists' image in the society. 
· GPP Board had organized a valuable lecture about the British model of pharmacy practice by the British Professor James McElnay / Professor of Pharmacy Practice and Head of Clinical Practice Research, Vice President of Research and Graduate Studies at Queen's University - Belfast - Ireland, under the title: "Pharmacy Practice and Pharmaceutical Scientific Research in the UK". 

 
· GPP Board had participated in the 13th Jordanian Pharmaceutical Conference , which was held in April 2010, through a full day dedicated to Good Pharmacy Practice under the title: 
Reshaping the Practice of Pharmacy!? Are we ready?? 
which witnessed the valuable contributions of a large group of well experienced and competent professionals in the fields of good pharmacy practice, quality systems, health care economics and management of change. 
· GPP Board has launched its first publication (Fact Card Booklet) which was prepared to be a valuable and easy-to-use guide for pharmacists, particularly those working in community pharmacies,  in self medication and medicines sold without prescription (OTC) for a wide range of common diseases. This booklet is intended to be followed by other publications on various topics that needed for a professional pharmaceutical practice. 

In order to ensure continuous communication with all pharmacists, GPP Board has created a web page for Good Pharmacy Practice on Jordan Pharmacists Association website which includes the most important documents related the good practice of pharmacy and links to the most relevant websites. In addition, the web page contains updated articles that contribute to Continuous professional Development (CPD) of all pharmacists. 
GPP Board is currently working on establishing communication channels with all the official bodies, governmental organizations and the private sector to gain support for its future activities and expand its umbrella to include all pharmacists in Jordan; aiming to achieve GPP vision of a high standard pharmaceutical practice and better health for the individuals and the society. [image: image1.png]



